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Update: Tram Working Group 
 
Residents & councillors are discussing how the tram will benefit 
Peckham, and some of the issues that the tram route raises for the 
streets, schools, town square and traffic flows. The negative impact of 
the proposed tram depot is also being examined – including the 
demolition of the thriving business & artists’ site behind Bournemouth 
Rd, and the disruption of major traffic throughout Peckham.  
Local residents & traders need to take part – contact 
info@peckhamvision.org or phone 07799 025547 for more 
information. 
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Striking new images of plans to create a 
modern public realm in the heart of 
Peckham town centre have been shown 
to councilors. In a recent presentation to 
the Nunhead & Peckham Rye 
Community Council, Valerie Shawcross, 
our Southwark and Lambeth elected 
representative on the Greater London 
Assembly (GLA), made a strong case for 
dramatically improving the area around 
Peckham Rye Station. The image above 
shows just what this vision could look 
like, with an open piazza surrounded by 
shops to replace the shabby buildings 
which currently occupy the site. Central 
to this work would be the restoration of 
Charles Henry Driver’s outstanding 
1860’s station building to its former glory, 
as well as transforming the first floor 
billiard room into a restaurant and bar. 
The proposal would also help reduce 
crime and serve to boost local usage of 
the area, Shawcross said. 

Community Councilors were 
asked to press Southwark Council to 
adopt the proposal as a proactive project 
whether the tram comes or not, and to 
commission a feasibility study as soon as 
possible. 

A new vision for Peckham Rye station: the plan would involve removing the buildings in front of 
the station and replacing them with a public square and improved facilities for local businesses. 

As a result the Community Council agreed to: “urge [Southwark] 
Council to commit itself in principle to refurbishment of the station 
buildings and reclamation of the former station approach as high quality 
public realm, fitting the current and future role of the station as a gateway 
to the area”.  

While the removal of the existing buildings in front of the station 
would affect local businesses in the short term, Shawcross’ proposal also 
allows for retail space in the nearby railway arches and a number of 
market stall facilities in the new square. In presenting her vision she 
picked up on the work already undertaken by the Peckham Society, the 
Rye Lane & Station Action Group (RLSAG) and Peckham Vision, who 
have all been campaigning for similar measures over the years. The 
pursuit of this exciting new project through Council processes is greatly 
welcome, and will be an important landmark development for the much 
needed regeneration of our town centre.  ● LD 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The journey through Croydon by tram was as 
smooth and pleasant as I would have expected 
from such a modern form of transport. The 
service was prompt, quiet, clean and green. 
But as we arrived at the depot itself, I have to 
say my heart sank. This desolate place was a 
kind of ‘industrial suburbia’, clinging to the edge 
of the city and surrounded by large 
warehouses and car showrooms. 

Security was tight, and a galvanised 
steel fence shut the site off to the passing 
public. As we entered through a small gate the 
vast maintenance shed loomed ahead. At 100 
metres long, a street of two storey houses 
could fit under its huge roof. Behind the shed 
were the ‘stabling yards’, a flat expanse 
containing eight parallel train tracks for storing 
the 24 Croydon trams when they weren’t in 
use. Hanging from pylons above the tracks 
were rows of electricity cables which connected 
to a small substation. The horizon beyond the 
tracks was just as industrial and barren. But in 
Peckham this empty space would be a strange 
contrast to the lively skyline of shops, flats and 
houses. 

A site this size - roughly four football 
pitches - contains enough space for scores of 
homes, workshops and studios, and could 
provide hundreds of people a place to live and 
work in. Or perhaps just enough space for one 
empty and utterly soulless tram depot.  ● DM 
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Describing themselves as a 'creative commercial - humanitarian 
company', the Chronic Love Foundation (CLF, www.clfplanet.com) 
have given PV News a sneak preview of their plans to open an arts 
café in the heart of Peckham. The 3000 sq.ft. venue, whose 
location is being kept tightly under wraps until its opening, will act 
as a much needed meeting, relaxing, eating and entertainment 
space for the town's thriving creative community. 

CLF Co-Founder, Mickey Smith, revealed that the Café is 
just one of a series of locally based projects and events - including 
the 3 floor Multi Media Centre, ‘The CLF Art Building’ – planned to 
help stimulate, develop and present local and international creative 
projects on an unprecedented level. Ultimately, Smith says that 
such work is about "raising awareness and funds to help target and 
eradicate the on-going problems of the human race beyond the 
21st century". Watch this space for more news on the CLF Art Café, 
CLF Arts Building and other exciting signs of Peckham's grass-
roots cultural quarter, in the next issue. ● LD 
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What we do: 
Peckham Vision is a consortium of local residents, artists, faith groups and businesses, who have come together with 
the Peckham Society, to seek information about the development plans for Peckham Town Centre, including the tram 
and tram depot. We want to raise public awareness of these issues so there can be an informed discussion about the 
future of Peckham. 
 
Our shared vision is to achieve an integrated and sustainable development of Peckham Town Centre by: 
 

• using the heritage of Peckham's commercial past and the best of modern urban design and architecture 

• providing high quality services and facilities for the whole community 

• with the tram project enhancing and not damaging the Town Centre 
 
The original idea to locate the tram depot in Peckham was based on the ‘misinformation’ that the site – known as 
‘63P/71P’ - was ‘derelict’. However, we believe that this site has far greater potential which still needs to be 
considered. The site, which includes the Bussey Building, is already a thriving area with hundreds of jobs, many 
businesses, a community of some 60 artists and several faith communities, and could be a significant base for 
Peckham’s burgeoning creative industries. 

 
How to get involved:  
We are always looking for local people to help support Peckham Vision in a variety of ways. Contact us today for more 
information on what we do and how you could get involved:  

 
(e) info@peckhamvision.org    (t) 07799 025547    (w) www.peckhamvision.org 
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In April PV took Peckham residents for a 
ride on Croydon’s tram before visiting 
the tram depot. 

View looking across the depot ‘stabling yard’, where 24 trams are currently 
stored. Is this a positive outlook for the future of Peckham town centre? 

 


